The genus Trigonella growing in Egypt comprises eleven annual coumarin-smelling herbs, in addition to the cultivated fenugreek (Trigonella foenum graecum L.). Among these is T. hamosa L. (Syn.= T. glabra Thumb.), which grows as a weed in Egypt (in cultivated land, sandy soils and Sinai), the East Mediterranean region, Arabia to Afghanistan, and India [1] . Its local Arabic names are Eshb (Oshb) el-malik, Daraqraaq, Deraaq, Daqraaq and Zeraqraaq [2] .
We selected this plant on the basis of the great interest shown in fenugreek (T. foenum graecum), which is a famous pharmaceutical herb with a world wild distribution. Over the past few years, fenugreek has been shown to display hypocholesterolemic [3] [4] [5] [6] and antidiabetic effects [7] . The seeds were also used to induce childbirth and to increase breast-milk production [8] . In addition, seeds are assumed to have restorative and nutritive properties, and to stimulate the digestive process [9, 10] . Recent studies suggest that fenugreek and its active constituents may possess anticarcinogenic potential [11] . Overall, fenugreek showed a stimulatory effect on immune functions [12] . Extensive phytochemical works on the aerial parts and seeds of fenugreek has resulted in the isolation of several steroidal saponins [13] . Only a small amount of research has been carried out on the seeds of T. hamosa [14, 15] . As a part of our studies for developing new sources of medicinal plants, we investigated the seeds of T. hamosa. In the present work, two new steroidal saponins were obtained from the ethanolic extract of the defatted seeds and their structures are described. An ethanolic extract of the defatted seeds grown in Egypt was subjected to repeated chromatographic purifications, and afforded two new compounds, which gave a mauve color with Liebermann-Burchard reagent, characteristic of steroidal compounds. + , resulting from the loss of another hexose unit. The 1 H NMR spectrum (CD 3 OD) displayed two threeproton singlet signals at δ 1.15 and 0.86 indicating the presence of two angular methyl groups (C-18 and C-19), as well as one three-proton doublet signal at δ 0.93 (3H, J = 6.7 Hz), assignable to secondary methyl methyl groups of the steroidal skeleton (C-27), and one three-proton doublet signal at δ 1.03 (C-21). In addition, a broad singlet at δ 5.27 indicated the presence of an olefinic proton at C-6, which was confirmed by the presence of two carbon signals at δ 123.5 (C-6) and 145.5 (C-5). The 1 H NMR and 13 C NMR spectra (Table 1) showed signals for a proton at δ 3.42 (overlapped with others, δ C 93.5) that exhibited correlations in the COSY experiment with δ 2.06 (H-20) and δ 1.30 (H-23), indicating the presence of a proton at C-22 [16, 17] . Moreover, the HMBC experiment displayed a cross peak between H-22 and C-17 (δ 49.0) and C-21 (δ 18.3). The 13 C NMR spectrum showed 50 carbon signals, of which 27 were assigned to a furostane aglycone and 23 to a sugar portion. On the basis of HSQC and HMBC experiments the aglycone of 1 was related to (22ξ), 2α, 3β, 26-triol furost-5-ene [17, 18] . The NMR data of 1 (Table 2) 
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Experimental
General: Optical rotations were measured on a JASCO 360 digital polarimeter; IR spectra were taken on a JASCO IR-A-2 spectrometer. NMR spectra were obtained using a Bruker DRX-600 spectrometer. ESIMS were performed on a Finnigan LC-Q Deca Ion Trap mass spectrometer scanned from 150 to 1200 Da. Samples were dissolved in MeOH and infused in the ESI source by using a syringe pump at a flow rate of 3 mL/min. The capillary voltage was 5 V, the spray voltage 5 kV and the tube lens offset 50 V. GC analyses were performed on a Termo Finnigan Trace GC apparatus. Acid hydrolysis: Each saponin (4 mg) was refluxed with 5 mL 5% HCl-MeOH on a steam bath for 6 h. The product was diluted with H 2 O and extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 in a separating funnel and the respective aglycones were separated. The aqueous filtrate was neutralized with AgCO 3 , filtered and evaporated. The resulting syrup was subjected to TLC on silica gel, using CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH-HOAc-H 2 O (13:3:4:3) as developing solvent against references sugars. 
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